
WELCOME
A battery storage project of 249MW, is being planned by OPDENERGY UK 8, a 
subsidiary company of OPDE UK AND LOCAL, RURAL ENTERPRISE STRACATHRO ESTATES, ON 
LAND WITHIN ADDICATE WOOD. THIS IS between Stracathro and Muirton of Ballochy, 
approximately 3.5 km to the northeast of Brechin. A battery energy storage 
system (BESS) is an ELECTRICAL device that charges (or collects energy) from 
the grid or a power plant and then discharges that energy at a later time to 

provide electricity AND grid services when needed.
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BRECHIN, ANGUS

ABOUT OPDENERGY

OPDENERGY is a multi-national group specialiSing in the development, construction, 
investment and operation of renewable energy projects with an established 
track record in the United Kingdom, across Europe, and around the world. 
We have completed a number of projects  across  the UK to date.

Stracathro Estates IS a rural family enterprise based at Stracathro. The principle 
activity is agriculture but renewable energy through solar panels, wind, biofuels 
and an anaerobic digester play a significant role in THE business, to decarbonise 

the energy grid.

OPDENERGY haVE several other 
projects coming forward 
both in the battery and solar 
technologies. We aim to 
significantly increase our presence  
in SCOTLAND, contributing to 
the achievement of SCOTLAND’S 
NET ZERO TARGETS BY 2030 AND 
2045. Further information about 
OPDENERGY AND STRACATHRO ESTATES 
can be found at 

WWW.stracathro.com
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Cardenal Marcelo Spinola, 42,
28016 Madrid, Spain
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STRACATHRO BESS

- THE Site covers APPROXIMATELY 5.2 hectares.

- ACCESS TO THE FACILITY WOULD BE FROM THE EXISTING 
FORESTRY ROAD.

- 83 battery containers with ancillary infrastructure 
ARE PROPOSED to allow FOR the storage of up to 249MW.  
THE BATTERIES will be mounted on discrete concrete pads 
these are easily removed on decommissioning,

- THERE WILL BE Negligible traffic impact when operating, 
with remote operation in place. 

- The site has been selected as it is land that has been 
previously used for commercial forestry and, with 
additional woodland planting will be screened from 
view.

- The electrical cables connecting the site to the grid 
will be buried underground to prevent any visual impact.

- Subject to securing planning permission, the proposed 
development would be constructed over a 12-month 
period. Once operational, minimal visits would be required, 
primarily for monitoring and maintenance purposes.

- Opdenergy takes seriously to REDUCING the risks of 
environmental, health and safety management and 
will maximise the control and assurance during the 
construction and operation of the project.

THE PROPOSED SITE LAYOUT PLAN TO INFORM CONSULTATION

EXISTING ACCESS ROAD

THE SITE AND PROPOSED PROJECT



ENVIRONMENTAL & TECHNICAL 
CONSIDERATIONS
- Addicate Wood is a commercial forest that was damaged during Storm 
Arwen in November 2021, with the result that LARGE AREAS NEED TO BE, AND 
ARE BEING, CLEARED.

- The proposed BESS will sit withIN one of these clearings and, with additional 
woodland planting proposed along the boundary, be screened from view.

- The existing forest road and JUNCTION will be used, thereby minimising new 
infrastructure.

- The woodland and  surrounding areaS ARE subject to a range of 
environment surveys currently underway, covering ecology, landscape, 
hydrology and noise to establish a baseline and ensure the proposed plans 
have no adverse impact, whilst creating opportunities for biO diversity 
enhancement. 

- The fence around the project WILL exclude large mammals, making the 
site likely to support ground-nesting birds.

- Careful consideration of the amenity of neighbouring properties is being 
undertaken to ensure this is protected.

- This approach reflects advice received from the consenting body, the 
Energy Consents Unit, alongside guidance from Angus Council on the scope 
of environmental surveys and amenity considerations.

-By undergrounding electrical cable connecting the proposed BESS to the 
275kV grid, the aim is to minimise the visual impact of the proposed project.

- Battery storage containers
- Inverter/transformer stations 
- MV Switch room
- Spares containers
- Control room
- Step-up substation facilities
- Underground cables connecting             
 into the EXISTING 275kV electrical   
 grid infrastructure
- Security fencing
- CCTV cameras and security lighting
- Vehicular access from and utilising  
 an existing forestry track
- Landscape and biodiversity       
  enhancements

COMPONENTS OF THE BESS



PROPOSED BATTERY ENERGY 
STORAGE SYSTEM
- THE Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, improved 
grid stability, minimiSed energy losses, and enhanced 
renewable energy integration.

- Collaboration with local schools TO SUPPORT education 
purposes.

- Security will be via remotely monitored infrared CCTV.

- If consented, work would start by 2031, unless an 
earlier energiSation date CAN BE SECURED. Completion and 
connection to the grid WILL BE 12 months later, by 2032.

- No permanent lighting IS PROPOSED - there may be some 
bulkhead lights on the inverters which would be switched 
on if there was a need for any emergency work in the dark 
and they are there only for health and safety purposes.

- THE LAND WILL BE RETURNED TO FORESTRY USE on 
decommissioning after 25 years. there would be a planning 
condition to this effect, if the project is APPROVED.

- AN OVERVIEW

SITE SURVEY PLAN
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SUMMARY

- A Battery Energy Storage System  (BESS) of up to 249MW 
between Stracathro and Muirton of Ballochy, approximately 
3.5km to the northeast of Brechin.

- THE BESS IS Necessary infrastructure to mitigate the 
intermittency OF RENEWABLE ENERGY, by storing excess energy 
when projects generate more than needed and releasing it when 
demand exceeds generation. This allows for a more stable and 
reliable electricity supply, reducing the reliance on fossil 
fuel-based backup power. 

-Extensive environmental and amenity surveys are underway 
to inform the layout of the BESS and landscaping to ensure the 
project integrates into Addicate Wood and will not impact on 
the amenity of the area and neighbouring homes. This survey 
information alongside public comments will be lodged with 
the Energy Consents Unit for approval later this year.

- THE PROJECT WILL ENABLE Opportunities for biodiversity 
ENHANCED land.

- A tree belt will be planted to reduce any visual impact along 
the south and eastern boundaries.

- THE PROJECT WILL HAVE A  Finite lifespan OF 25 YEARS with  
complete SITE  restoration thereafter.

WE WOULD like to hear your views: 
please complete the questionnaire 
before you leave or go online at 
www.STRACATHROBESS.co.uk to send the 
questionnaire. It will be open until the 
15th of November 2023.

FOllowing the conclusion of this consultation event, a full 
planning application is planned to be submitted to ECU by 
November 2023. 

BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE UNIT

- AN OVERVIEW




